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“ If you don’t know your
f'amirc"s history, then you
don't E‘:nuw anything. You
are a feafl that doesn't know it

is part of a tree.”

fMichael Crichton

Cnnﬁra.tula.tiuns ta
4th President
Elecet Barack
Oharma —First
African American |
wlected president
of the LISAI

| Greetings from
| Birchtown. 1
wiould like 1o
“ thank you for
4 clecting me as
W Presicent at

} 48 the Annual
CGeneral Meering in June and |
intend to-channel my inner
strengths and energies 1o conli-
dently lead the BLHS into the
Tarure. | would like to ke a
moment to honour and remem-
by oy brother, Richard F, Gal-
liom, wha left rthis world oo
soon on September 13ch, 2008,
Richard was invalved with rhe
Sociely since its inception in
the lare 1980 and his dedica-
tion to supporting our mandate
is to he commentdled, Richard’s
illness left him unable o attend
many of the BLHS events and
programs this summer, but he
always spoke of how the stadf
worked hard to implement the
programs and Toc that e was
very thankful, We miss him
and pray that he las found
peace in the Lord's Kingdom.

The summer of 2008 was very
busy and eventful with visitor
numbers reaching just aver
1200, Summer staff, Tanya
Townsend, Isanc MacLean and
Kimball Hammond, kept busy
with puided tours, orgunizing
and running the 2 days camps
and ensured the site looked its
best by mowing, planting, weed-
ing and whipper snipping.

The BLHS inidated several

progrants this summer, specifi-
cally designed o celebrate the
225th Anniversary of the Loyal-
ist Landing to NS, o July we
celebrated, in partnecship with
the Shelburne Historical Soci-
ety, the annual Garden Parry
which is held o honour the
original Loyalist settlers of Shel-
burne and Birchtown and cele-
brate our community's rich and
diverse history, Also in the
month of July, we partnered
witl Christ Clhoreh and wel-
comed singer Par Warson o
celebrace Shelburne’s Founders
Weekend. Par delioghied the
congregation with her sulory
and powerfil voice, The BLHS
hosted its fitse ever  March to
Birchitawi— which was designed
to pay homage to our forefa-
thers, who fought for their free-
dom, survived harsh and grel-
ing living conditions and over-
came a slew of broken promises
by the British government.
Creer 40 people supported this
event and all of them managed
o walk the 3 mile journey {rom
Shelburne o Birchtown.

Another eventful and memaora-
Ll moeonnent was on August Sth
when the freedom schoaner, |a
Amistad sailed into Shelburne
Harbeur. Thring the 4 days the
ship was docked, people were
invites roorour the ship, attend
an outdecr Farmers Marker,
community dance and lor the
vounger ones—a chance o sail
att the Amistad foca day in
Shelburne's beauriful harbour.

The BLHS continues to part-
ner with the Shelburne His-
torical Society and our year
Loz ticket winmers b Jate
are;

Jure Lorna Hallet
crafred mirror
Fel: Sealra Harris—BLHS
pke

Mar: Kuthleen Glauser—
Shine Shop Car Cleaning
Apr: Emily Tenhiave—2
mighrs aray at Carriage Hiouse
May: Bev Deliney—Mothers
[ay Spa pke

June: Donna Rhuland

Fauily pla to M5 Museum &
Upper Clements parl:

July: Alieen Stokes—
Shellurne Museum pke.
Aug Monigue Fillmore—
Shelh. Shopping spree

Sept: Debi Wilson King
basker of home-macde pre-
BCrVEs

Ot William Nickerson—
Halloween centre-piece &
Babced goods

hand

Movember's prize is o huand
made quilr and December will
e o Christmas centre-picce
with baked pondies for the
holidays. Alsa, hands have
been busy peeling, slicing and
rolling doush for our annual
Apple Pie Fundragser, All
pies are unbaked and frozen—
pics wvailable include 2 crust
apple, diabetic apple and a
limited number of mincemeat
and Blueberry. Pies are $7 o
58 tor diabetic.

{oomufmied dn page 2)




(Conzoed from page 1) Call 8751310 o

order your pies today.

On Cierober 28rh,
Vice President
Sharen Oliver gra-
ciously accepted
“T'he Friends of
Archaeology
Aoward” {eom the
NS Archaeolooy Sociery at their fall
lecoure, Thunk you to the NS Archae-
oloay Society for recognizing the efforts
of the BLHS in the ficld of archacology,
Archasology has been instrumental in
the BLHS's quest to promote and pre-
serve |he history and heritage of the
Black Loyalist and we hope to continue
supveys and excavations in Birchrown.

Out project manager, Stephen Work-
man has been busy with proposal writing
anid furthering the plans for consteuction
of the BLIE Interpretive Centre. We
have chosen 3 architectural firms lo-
cated in NS, and now we muse narrow
that chotce down o one finm whe will
desipn the interpretive centre planned
for Birchtown, We will continue to keep
you updated oo our progress.

Site wansger, Beverly Cox, continues to
plan and develap relevant programming
{or our heritage site and musewn. She
has arganized several successful programs
and fund-raisers, maintained cxhibits at
rhe Ol School House Museum and over
the winter, she will continue to develop
strategies for next season, Our office
adminiscrator, Shari Shortliffe, continues

o manage the office, assisting wher-
ever she is needed, She is also making
several courses on-line through the
Mova Scotia Community College and
liopes to obtain a diploma in Business
Addministration upon her complerion
in April 2009, T would like to thanl
thie staff for their dedication and hard
work over the summer o develop
creative, relevant prograniuming for
the community of Shellarne and
Birchtown.

I would like to thank cur members,
supporrers and volunreers—who
have continued to support our cause
over the Jast 19 years. Reaching our
poal, to become a national resource
for infermution pertaining to the his-
tory and heritage of the Black Loyal-
st 35 within "arms reach”,. We hope
ra achieve this with the construceion
of the Black Lovalist Interpredive
Clentre here in Birchtown so the
world can learn about this deter-
mined, vesilient people who were ane
of the founding peoples of this nution
and Lo recoonize and celebrate rtheir
contributions.

Respectiully Submitred,

Elizabeth Cromawell
President, BLHS

Chrigtmas Tree
Fundraisar: BLHS ia
selling Xmas trees this
holiday se¢ason—
pricas range from
$20-$30, Coma see our great salection]

HANDS ON HISTORY

Three Shelburne vourh lad
1 an opporturnicy tv:]:'r EXPETi

! b ence life at sea this summer.
Danicl Race sailed (rom the
portof Halifax to Shelburne
aboard the Freedom Schoo-
ner La Amistad, Daniel iz an
avid sailor who has been taking sailing
Hessons at the Shelburne Yacht Club:

Troy Hartley and Sarah Burrill sailed
aboard the Amistad [rom the port of Shel-
burne to Portland, Maine. Both Troy and
Sarah had the appormonity to be part of
the crew who hosred boar tours and day
sails while in Maine, Troy and Sarah both
loved the experience. Troy stayed aboard a
fess days longer as he vealized he laved the
life ar sea, The ship is a replica of the origi-
nal “La Amistad".

111839, fifty-three Afvicans were held cap-
tive aboard La Amistad and were supposed
to be sold into slavery. They mutinied,
were jailed and tricd, [na landmark deci-
sion, the US Supreme Court freed the
Africans. Today, the Amistad Freedom
Schaoner travels the world as a flaating
exhibit—educating people, especially
school children, about the past and the
importance of the creating a hetter future,

= Locaced oo the Ok Birclioown
Raad, near Birchtown Bay, this
“=— Nattanal Historie Mooument came
. abour in July 1996, This monu-
ment is dedicated w the people
who settled Bircheown, They were the Black Loyalists who
were escaping slavery in the thirteen colonies in America,
They chose to leave Mew York m 1783 with the United
Empire Lovalists: Many served in the Black Pioneer Regi-
ment; others were still enslaved and owned by the Unieed
Emprive Lovalist families whe brought them to Poor Roseway
(now Shelburne). Tt is believed that this is but a small see-
tion of the criginal burial ground. Leoeal oral folklops re-

Lo prevenl
further
CTOSIOLL.

Feature oF THE Monti=—BLack BuriaL Grouno Nationar Historic MonumvenT

lerred 1o this spot as the Black Burial Ground, but local (arm:
ers all tell stores of removing stones with rough etching and
curvings on them o make room for planting, Also, in the lae
1950%, when the Bircheown Schaol was being consoructed,
there were humun bones unearthed, however, we do no
kriew the names of people buried here and have found only
one reference to a person being buried on the Northwest
Arm (Jobn Stevens), The Society
construcred a- seawall around the site

(L]




Richard Franklin Gallion, passed away peacefully at
Yarmourh Regional Hospival surrounded by his loved
ones, his wile Sheila, his son Richard Jr. (Burch) and his
sister, Elizabeth on Saturday, Seprember 137, 2008, Te

|| was the son of the lare James and Annabelle {Matthews)
| Cralliom,

Richard wis a man of great character and spirit, e was
a caring, generous soul, who was abways there to lend a helping hand,
He supported his community and dedicated much of his spare time o
assist with our communicy's social and economic development. Bichard
was # devoted memnber ol the Black Loyalise Hericage Sociery since its
inceprion in 1988, e wasa strong heliever in educaring our country on
the forgotten history al one of Canada's lounding people - the Black
Loyalist. Richard was very active in the prometion of secial justice and
equality forall. He serveel as Deputy Zone Commander of the Boyal
Cranadian Legion, Zone 12, was Past Presicent of the Loyal Canadian
Fegion, Branch No. 63, President of the Thunder Ray Friendship Centre,
Past President of vhe Black Loyalise 1 lerivage Society and a member of
the Black Culrural Sovicry of Mova Scotia. Richard also volunteered lor
the Canadian Diabetes Association.

His working yedrs were spent as an Ontario Provineial Police Officer
wntil his retirement in 19935, 1o his leisure vime, Richard enjoved hase-

The Black Loyallst Celebrations kicloed off with

| the March oo Rirchtown on Auguat 2. Approximarcly

30 participants walked [em the Loyalist Pliza in Shelbume
o Birchtown Comnmimity Centve where evervane enjoved a
REC) and musical entertainment. On August 3 the Chprey

= Arts Centee boested the play *A 2ew Hope® pecloimed and
werltten by Shelly Hamilien, The play was based on the historieal accounts of John
Clarksen’s mission Lo America who came Lo improve the conditions of the Tlack
Logallst in 298 and 1o promote the colonization of Sierea Leone in Afvica, The story
teller, through the vaices of thase who made this fourney, tefls of their hardships
and hopes of a better lile in the nesw land. Ms. Hamilien was brosghl te Lears as o
full havse gave bera standing ovation, What a meving night,

Avgust hh the Shelburne County Bug Huokers opened their display ot the Dk
Schanl House Musem, feeturing a number of rugs that wld the stary of the Black
Lewalist experience. Whal & show ol Lalent.

Uy Augast 8th, the Shelhume Harbaur was the back drop as the Amistad Freedom
Sehowner sailed in with a Ootilla of Jocal seilboars Com che Shelburoe Hacbour
Yacht Cluly and che schooners fram the W8 Schoaner Associatian, A civic welcome
weas hosted by the BLHS with welcoming wishes by Democracy 250 Covchairs D

all and golt and liked to watch old movies: He especially enjoyed fany-
ily get - togerhers where he would often have everyone in 'sticches’ refl-
ing jokes and stories. Richard was 4 good [viend o all who knesw him -
erust-ywnrthy and dependible, e was always upsTromt and would

speale his mind -Richard wias never ane ro hack down [rom o challenge,

He'is survived by his wile, Sheila { Hartley) Gallion; son Bichard Jr.

{ Ronmie]) of Windsor, Ontario; sisters Cladys (Max) Russel] of New
Germany, M5, Flizibeth (Fverein) Cromwell of Birclivown, 2 step-
grandchildren, Tvin and Micl; nephew Joseph {Deborab) Howard of
Wancouver; great micce Megan Howard of Vancouver, and several nieces
and nephews. He was predeceased by his sister, Brenda Maclsanc, and
nephew, David Mooney.

Richard will be deeply missed buy he will Tive on i our memory. |
thought it wis lirving ro share with yvou all che words of Wayn amil-
ton froms the Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs,

YTt shonees throneh s (s silewce, @ quict sodness, @ longing fov one mave day, ose
mawe wiord, one more tonch. We may nocunderstond why he left thisearth so soon, or
why he left before we were ready to say good-bye; but lirele by lietle, we beainto ie-
migender ol (hat heawas and that he svve ws memarics foe beetifal e forer”

John Hars and Russell Mackellan; Mova Scotia Amistad Freedom Sociery Co-
chairs— John Hennigar-Shuc and Wayne Adsms; Mayor ol the Town ol Shel
bome, Picker Carmean; Witden ol the Municipalivy of Shelburne, Shemmnas
Fmlres; and President of the BLHE—Flizabeth Crommwel |, who presented the
Amistacl Caplain witha plague ol the BLITSs Armortal Bearings.

Augpst 10ch the REHS held an interdennminational serviceat 5t Maul's Church
1z Btrvhtown, The seevice wis Led by Pastor Debmy HIUL whne dellvered a great
message. Ma, Leona Smich and Ole Friends helped §ill the chorel wich wender-
ful music. The Amistad crew and workshop lacilitator Charla Williams rana
pragram for losal youth with discossten of diversity and the bnportanee of ere-
ating a hetter future. The afternnon featured a chanee for the youth o worle the
sails of Lhe Amistud wend sail around Shelbume Tlarkour, The weekend was [l
of eelebvtions, mosic, food, displays & lots of history—leaving many tived afrer
a husy weekend. On Augusr eh, the Amistad lele shelburne with 2 Shelburne
yatith on beand heading bor Pactlund, Maine.

Many new [ricnds were made and many old Fricnds
veacattainted during this velebvation weekel

The Inst few months have been very busy,

hegimning with Lhe prepieration of the tewrist

seasan, e lad 3 students on site this summer-—

Tanya Townsend, supervisor; T MacLean, interpret-
ive guide; and Kimhall Hammond, grounds maimeenance,
Ar thes, we felt as thougly we could have used 3 move
summer stafl but we all preched o to make o successiul
SLINNEY.

We kiclked ott the season wich Jenniter & Ardich, harpists, who performed ar
5t. Faul's Church—whar w wonderful show, Many vew parcnerships were
lormedd this year which proved ro be very suceessful. Twiould like to thanle the
Harmony Bazaar, Shelburme Councy Museumn, Shelburme Historical Sociery,
Reyal Cdn Legion, kranch 83, Tockeport Recreation Dept., Shelburne Yache
Club, Town of Shelburme, Osprey Arts Centre, Black Culoural Centre, dunici:
padity of Shelburne, Amistad Freedom Seclery of N5, and the 3ed Mew Jersey
Valunteers,

Wisitor numbers contimics to increase at the BLHS Historical Sice &

W usem, aleng with requests Tor genealogical and hiscorical inguiries,
Dweonled fike to welcome Stephen Workman, the new BITIS Project
Muanager whe bas been working elosely with board members and che
Steering Committee on the development of the new interpretive centre.

Like many other small, but importent organizations throegheur N5, the
BLHS strugeles svith obraining members and volineeers, [t s importane
o ldve astrong metsbership and commitced volunteers to leeps our
organization's vitality, From new members and volunteers come new
iddeas. The BLHS welcomes all whe would like to be part of our organi-
zation, Withsaying this, Dwoald llae 1o thank all valunteers who
helped make chis spring and summer events a success! Thank vou so
miuch!

Bewerly Cos, BLHS Site Manager

Contact s ol WILE7 31606 or bever by @hlacklaalise com
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Urcomng Events & Funp-raisers For 2008 |

Nov 13: Gﬂnfmeegrmgfor Eﬁtcutwe& inance Colnmittee. %11 members are:
welcome—6: 3{]/ in cB/;cht H‘CDD.‘L[H hity Hall. \\ 7

/
Det: 6: BLHS Annua Cfmsrma c:-cfaf— sing at Tpr in che Bi chiown Commii-

mt}* Centre. Putl 51 |'IL1' 500 r: s alope your favorite dish. would lilke Lo
ticipate in L'h ift exc dnr,e, nn&, d,,;endar‘u{:urn F‘l{:t 1/] ELL] at {Cl or under

Dec 15: Bake Sha"c at the Shelburne Mall from 11 am to lpm.. Drr:.:p off your dorta- |
.ﬂian ofsmnr&tiung 'WL Lo the DﬂCL—QE Did Bmhl:ﬂwn Rd. Wi

OUR MISSION STATEMENT:

The Black Loyalist Heritage Sociery is commitred to discover, interpret, safepuard ad
promote the history and heritage of Black Loyalists and their descendants in North
Americs,

OUR MANDATE:

T emsnre the chronicles and contributions of Black Lovalists share a place witl other
communities that shape Canada’s cultural mosaic,
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Isiory o Tor e ol (he THark 1.nylnlln-ln anrl thodr dirsesnganin iy Horih Ameries,

PLEASE NOTE: Membership Fees have increased!
Single: 520 Family: 325  Orpanization: $40

Membership is renewable on or before December 31,

Onr Gouls dree

+ T gain seetgnition as original colonists

¢ Tocelehrale the surdval and determination of
e amislors

¢ o berome 1 nationa] resouree for informatic
pertaining to the history & herilage of the
Black Ligalists

¢ Topla for and attain social and ecoponnic
eoiality of the Black Lovalists amang
Canadinns

+ Toprovide wentors to o _mth in Lhe Hlaclc
eqnunily f '

¢ Tup{mmteﬂum]nﬂa:élq]fmd E:qthe
dusoendantsof Blak Lyelists

¢ Todieoverarifact nfﬁlapﬁmﬁ!isiiaml
their descerdanls !

+ To maintain melhimualeﬁlte, ild
Sehood Hovse Musenm and §5. Paufs Charch
at Bizchtovn a5 pubdic eshibitiog and
edueation resouree
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